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Summary 

The purpose of this Interpretive Plan is to direct the development of Keil Hill as a Nature Reserve 

over the next five years to the end of 2012. The plan must of necessity focus on our souvenir Plot 

owners ("Lairds") as their role will be to become stakeholders in the most real sense. Their 

contribution, both financial and through their investment of their time and energy, is fundamental 

to our success. There is a fairly slow recommendation for implementation because of the immediate 

need to generate funds to repay the initial cost of purchasing the land at Keil Hill. 

The Reserve should be entirely self funded; not reliant on grant aid from any external body. This 

will give us the freedom to develop without constraints and will lift the dead hand of bureaucracy 

from the neck of the project. The "Lairds" will be far more than "milch cows", however, because by 

their purchase of a souvenir plot they demonstrate their commitment to Scotland, to conservation 

and to this project.  In addition the potential Scottish Diaspora may be measured in millions. The 

local community in thousands.  

However the reserve is a very real benefit to the local community. Surplus funds can be donated 

to local projects. Local people may gain employment wherever possible. Access to the land on a daily 

basis should be a very real benefit and the thousands of "Lairds" who will visit every year must stay 

somewhere and whilst here will inevitably spend money in local shops and patronise local 

businesses. 

Although funds must be applied initially to the purchase of the land, that should take only one or 

two years. If sales continue to grow we may even hope that at some stage in the future a second 

Reserve can be purchased and all the lessons learned here can be put to good use in another 

suitable site. 

I thank the other members of the management team for all their input, advice and words of 

caution and I direct everyone who had doubts to sit back and watch it happen. 

Dr Peter JR Bevis FZS 

Lochaber Highland Estates CI Ltd 

  



Background 

Keil Hill 

Until 1983, Keil Hill formed a part of Keil Farm. Evidence of old field dykes demonstrates that the 

drier areas were cultivated until fairly recent times. In 1985, with the assistance of a Special 

Management Grant, considerable commercial planting took place, much of it with the inappropriate 

softwood species, Sitka and Larch. The low density hardwood planting which was undertaken at the 

same time was largely unsuccessful. 

 

Keil Hill extends to the boundaries shown in red on the plan above. Access is limited to old and 

overgrown vehicle tracks show as A-B and C-D in blue on the plan above. Pedestrians wishing to use 

these entrances to the hill are currently faced with locked gates and no pedestrian access is possible. 

This appears to be a reaction to previous unauthorized occupation of the land by "travellers" and 

some means of permitting appropriate access whilst keeping out inappropriate occupation is a 

priority. 

Interpretation 

Proposed Management Team 

In the initial phase of the project, the Management Team must be biased heavily towards 

engaging the "Laird" stakeholders. 

• Lochaber Highland Estates CI Ltd 

• Scottish Woodland Alliance 

• Tulloch Farm Ltd 

• Local Opinion Leader (tbd) 



Day to day decision taking will be the responsibility of Peter Bevis. At present there is no "local" 

presence and any announcement of the overall strategy at this stage is likely to viewed as "hubris" 

unless we are in a position (financially) to create the Reserve. This state of affairs is limiting and must 

be addressed as a priority. 

At some point, when evidence of real progress has been made and when resources are available 

to make rapid progress possible, the local community must be engaged. This will provide additional 

users, supporters and helpers. Until this can be done the reserve may be remote from the users on 

the doorstep. 

Access  

Of huge value is the offer by Sustrans to build a cycle track from D to B, bridging the Salachan 

Burn at D. This will form part of the Oban to Fort William Cyclepath and at a stroke it will solve 

several problems for us. Although parking is available at Duror Cemetery entrance, no safe vehicular 

access currently exists at the southern end (C). Whilst this access can be improved, and must be 

improved soon, a bridge over the Salachan Burn will open up the parking available at the entrance to 

the Forest Track to "Bealach" and provide an excellent pedestrian entrance to the Nature Reserve. 

Also valuable is that the cycle track will provide access not only to cyclists, but also to 

pedestrians, wheelchair users and equestrians, all target groups for the Nature Reserve. Not only will 

this work be undertaken without cost to us, but Sustrans propose to enter into an agreement which 

will provide a small but regular income. 

People 

At present there appears to be little local enthusiasm for converting this space into a Nature 

Reserve - with the increased footfall that this will inevitably create - and a lack of understanding and 

approval of the underlying mechanism by which funds are being raised. This local hostility must be 

understood and converted. As funds are raised it is essential to apply part of the funds available to 

other local causes. 

Placenames 

 



The modern Ordnance Survey map is completely devoid of names within the Nature Reserve, 

except for the old sheep fank (sheep wash) on the 1:10,000 version. This position is mirrored in 

earlier and larger scale OS maps (1876 1:10,560 ARGYLLSHIRE and 1900 1876 1:10,560 

ARGYLLSHIRE). Only old field boundaries and one or two paths are shown. 

At some point it will be desirable to consult with the local community to establish any existing 

names and to seek suggestions for new names, particularly of new roads and paths. 

As far as can be established, the two wooded areas which will be sold as souvenir plots have no 

existing local names and so have been named; Glencoe Wood (in the south) and Lairds Wood (in the 

north). It is believed that these names will prove popular with our stakeholders and will hopefully 

prove acceptable to the local community. 

Existing structures 

The major existing features of the site are the foundations of the drystane dykes. These must 

have been constructed many hundreds of years ago. They were built without mortar and where they 

still stand, these sturdy walls provide habitat for small animals Lichens and Mosses. They were built 

with stones gathered from the fields.  

They define a field system which may be medieval or older and indicate a farming history for the 

land worthy of celebration and explanation. 

Other features are newer. A reservoir above the cottage, Corragon, was presumably created 

when the house was built. It appears to be disused now and of little value due to its concrete 

construction. The prominent pond in the centre of the reserve was excavated at the time of the 

conifer planting in 1985. Its value to wildlife, particularly amphibia and dragonflies, is self evident. 

Access is currently difficult because of the soft nature of the ground and this problem could be 

solved with boardwalks. 

From the watershed, streams drain north via the pond and the reservoir into the River Duror and 

south in various seasonal burns into the Salachan Burn. 

The site extends to a small hill which could be readily accessed with a footpath. This provides 

extensive view over Ardgour and Loch Linnhe. If visitors could be encouraged to make this small 

ascent they would be rewarded with one of the finest views in Scotland. 

The other, but much less welcome, feature is the extensive conifer planting. Fortunately this will 

be in a position to be harvested from about 2015, after which the more productive use of this land 

can be agreed and the value of the crop will permit valuable work within the reserve. 

New Structures 

The Sustrans track will create an excellent access route along the spine of the Reserve, accessible 

by all target groups and providing magnificent view to the east. We must create seating areas and 

orientation panels to encourage visitors to take time to understand the landscape. From this spine 

track, a network of footpaths will be required, each with waymarking and interpretative panels. Our 

"Lairds" will require help locating their souvenir plots and information should be provided to 

encourage them to wander further than they had originally intended. 

Aims 

Utilising the existing features of the site and the potential for upgrading and improvement, our 

aims and objectives are: 

To increase the number of visitors to the site: both locals and "Lairds" 



To improve the visitor experience by identifying special features of the site 

To improve the visitor experience by encouraging them to explore the site 

To improve the biodiversity of the site 

To improve the quality of the local environment 

Users 

Souvenir plot owners (Lairds) 

The concept of engaging people who are pre-disposed to get involved with a Scottish 

conservation project has been tested at Tulloch Farm. By offering the general public the opportunity 

to take a stake in a piece of land worth conserving and enhancing, we can achieve two objectives. 

Firstly a financial contribution. Secondly the desire to visit the land. Most "Lairds" are from the wide 

Scottish Diaspora and their friends and relatives. These are people who might consider visiting 

Scotland one day but lacking the impetus, rarely do so, 

Purchasing a souvenir plot provides that impetus and we anticipate that a significant percentage 

of "Lairds" will make the trip to Duror, discover the land, spend money locally to the general benefit 

of the community and leave feeling refreshed and bonded with the land of their ancestors.  

Local people 

At the time of writing the Reserve is almost unused by local people, almost certainly because of 

poor access. From talking to and observing a few local visitors, the main reasons for visiting appear 

to be dog walking, walking without a dog and general relaxation. 

Dog owners appear to stay on the tracks from the Duror cemetery or along the Salachan Burn. 

Currently there is no problem with dog control or dog fouling, but if local usage increases this could 

become an issue.  

The connecting track is presently considerably overgrown and where it passes through the 

conifer planting the trees need to be brashed to encourage use. 

Visitors who arrive in vehicles appear to park in the lay-by adjacent to the Duror cemetery or, 

less popularly, in the large bellmouth serving the road to Bealach house. 

Potential users 

Schools 

The most obvious user group are the children and staff of Duror Primary School and building 

links through interpretation must be a priority, Once links have been built here, further links can be 

developed with 

Ballachulish Primary School 

Glencoe Primary School 

Saint Brides Primary School 

Strath of Appin Primary School 

Barcaldine Primary School 

We already have strong links with the staff of Lochaber High School but it may be desirable to 

additionally build links with Ardnamurchan High School and the Kinlochleven Schools. 



Since the Curriculum for Excellence was developed for Scottish schools for learners from age 3 to 

18, schools can link activities relating to and visits to the Reserve across the curriculum. We can 

support this by: 

• Develop teaching support packs which schools can access online 

• Create a local "champion" as a point of contact 

• Involve students in onsite development and maintenance -  

(even very small children, suitably supported, can assist with tree planting) 

Local residents 

We cannot hope to increase local use unless and until access is improved.  This particularly 

applies to the older walker. Specifically 

Waymarked paths and boardwalks 

Regular seating 

Good information - particularly a portable map 

Parking 

Wildlife 

General 

Keil Hill has two relict areas of established deciduous woodland, with a mixture of birch, oak, 

ash, hazel, rowan and holly and willow.  The Hill enjoys a damp, humid climate with high rainfall and 

acidic soils.  Salachan as a place name, means "willow". 

The wood was once a part of Keil farm. Keil Farm has a long history of pastoral farming dating 

from the 17th  century and certainly much earlier. The pasture and shelter provided by the 

woodland made it particularly attractive for wintering stock.  Initially traditional Highland ‘black’ 

cattle would have grazed here, along with some goats and sheep.  In the latter part of the 18th 

century, when sheep farming became increasingly important, large numbers of sheep grazed Glen 

Salachan.  Keil Farm is mentioned in the 1973 Statistical Account of Argyll, which recorded that the 

farm comprised the typical Highland cattle and Blackfaced Sheep.  It is probable that the sheepfold 

(sheepwash) was built around 1850.  Sheep would have grazed more intensively after the Second 

World War and throughout the 1950’s and 60’s. 

Historically the wood was probably managed as woodland pasture. This use has influenced the 

structure and composition of the wood, giving rise to an open structure of the wood which is good 

for invertebrates, especially butterflies. 

Mammals 

Deer, both roe (Capreolus capreolus) and red (Cervus elaphus), have been present in the Keil Hill 

woods for hundreds of years.  In recent years numbers have increased. The increase has coincided  

with a period of afforestation and Keil Farm removing most of their livestock. 

Other mammals which would be expected are Badgers, (Meles meles), Fox, Pine Marten, 

(Martes martes), Otter (Lutra lutra ) and possibly Red Squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris). Amongst the bats 

may be Daubenton's bat (Myotis daubentonii). Ranger-led summer evening walks with a bat 

detector might prove popular if sufficient local interest can be created.  



Less welcome mammalian visitors may include the feral American mink which was introduced to 

Scotland to be farmed for their fur. These have been successfully removed from other Scottish rivers 

by live trapping. 

Birds 

Birds appear to be disproportionately interesting to the public and we would expect a wide 

range of species to be present in the Reserve due to the wide range of habitats available: woodland, 

grassland, marsh, mountain/hill 

Black grouse Tetrao tetrix  

Crested tit  Parus cristatus 

Dotterel  Chardrius morinellus  

Scottish crossbill  Loxia scotica 

Capercaillie  Tetrao urogallus 

Chough  Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax  

Greater spotted woodpecker  Dendrocopos major 

Some will reside in the area all year and some will be seasonal migrants. In this respect the bird 

population mirrors our visitor population, and if presented as such our many visitors may empathise 

with the bird population. 

To enable viewing to take place, a hide containing interpretative panels should be constructed 

close to the main track and the central pool. It would also be useful to provide interpretation about 

the bird populations at both entrances to the Reserve so that these can be carried with the visitor 

for when birds are encountered away from the interpretive boards. 

Plants 

Trees 

These are inevitably the most prominent plants on the Reserve and interpretive boards can 

present the stark contrast in environmental value between closely planted fast growing conifers 

devoid of biodiversity and the rich ecosystem sustained by the remnants of ancient woodland. 

Identification keys will help the visitor to recognise the main tree species present, birch, oak, rowan, 

holly, hazel and willow.  The woods are un-managed and are representative of some of our most 

"natural" native woods, with a really "wild" feel to them.  

Other plants 

In spring, there will be wood anenome. It is an indicator of historic woodland and it may 

therefore be found beyond the current margins of tree growth. Interpretive boards can discuss 

pollination - many white flowered plants are pollinated by nocturnal insects, though not the wood 

anenome. 

On the open grassland, the major plant is Bog Myrtle, Myrica gale, and its natural insect 

repellent properties may interest visitors, particularly in the summer months.  

There is evidence on the slope by the A828 road of early invasion by areas dominated by 

Rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum.  Once established, this exotic creates an exceedingly 

impoverished fauna in comparison to native habitats, both in terms of species and of biomass. If few 

species can eat the Rhododendron, then it follows that there are few or no carnivores eating these 

herbivores and so also, few top carnivores. Song birds which feed on either seeds or invertebrates 

are reduced to trying to survive in smaller numbers by feeding in areas above or adjacent to the 

Rhododendron. Once the song bird populations decline so do species such as sparrowhawks which 



predate upon them. This story must be told and volunteers recruited to eradicate the plant before it 

takes hold. 

Lower plants 

Within the woodland, attention should be drawn to the richness of bryophytes and lichens, 

some of which may well be rare or significant. The quality and quantity of these lower plants is an 

indicator of air quality 

Autumnal ranger-led "Fungi Forays" might be possible; birchwood rots quickly and provides 

excellent fungi food, particularly the bracket fungi. The larvae of several moth species overwinter in 

bracket fungi in Scotland, and at least one of those (Archinemapogon yildizae) utilises a bracket 

fungus for this purpose. 

Amphibia 

The common frog and toad will certainly be present and it will be most easily observed as spawn 

in early spring. The smooth newt Triturus cristatus is also likely to be resident.  

Fish 

Although not part of the Reserve, the Salachan Burn, with its small waterfalls, is historically a 

salmon river and Atlantic salmon are special creatures long associated with man.  They can leap 

waterfalls 3.5m/11ft high, can return to native streams from ocean feeding grounds vast distances 

away, and have been caught and prized by humans for thousands of years. The salmon run starts 

from late March and continues through to October, when the fish are heading upstream against the 

current to spawn. 

Insecta 

The reservoir should ensure the presence of dragonflies. Butterflies are also large attractive 

insects.  The chequered Skipper is found only in open woodland in the west of Scotland, where they 

lay their eggs on purple moor grass. Pearl-bordered fritillaries live in similar areas but choose violets 

to lay their eggs on. 

These may be interpreted using ranger-led butterfly walks. 

Wet woodland association with water provides specialised habitats not found in dry woodland 

types - the fly Lipsothrix nigristigma for example is associated with rotting wood in streams. 

Mapping and Interpretation 

Interpretive panels/benches 

A range of interpretive materials should be designed and presented so as to inform and provoke. 

The story of this site can be best presented with an integrated series of interpretive panels, benches 

and waymarking. At the entrances, these panels should give an overview of the history of the land 

and how it is being conserved and improved.  

Additional boards with pictures of deer or birds or plants can describe the flora and fauna 

available in the various habitats.  

Benches should be comfortable and at least some should be in the form of picnic tables to 

encourage people to stay on the Reserve all day.  



All materials should bear the "Glencoe Crest" to show the link between the Reserve and the plot 

owners whose donations support it. 

Waymarks 

As the primary visitor group is likely to be "Lairds" who have purchased a souvenir plot it will be 

essential to direct this group to the location of their plot. In addition a suitable low-rise waymarking 

is required for footpaths.  

Hides 

Simple hides would offer an additional location for interpretation panels and an opportunity to 

enthuse visitors about the variety of bird life on the Reserve. 

Entry point  

There are three access points to the Reserve, the footpath access by Corragon Cottage is wholly 

owned by us. The vehicle tracks A-B and C-D are not our property, but servitude rights of access 

only. The southern access C-D borders Reserve land and hence signage can be placed close to the 

road. Northern access A-B does not border our land and thus signage could only be placed with 

consent of the land owner. Currently both tracks suffer from locked gates though it should be 

possible to replace these with pedestrian access gates with the consent of the land owner (Keil 

Farm). 

At the southern end, the sheepwash would readily be converted into a small car park and site for 

an interpretive panel. 

If visitor numbers rise sufficiently it would be worth considering a green loo, such as has recently 

been installed at Salen, Arachle, which used Natsol components. 

Offsite resources 

Because of the lack of local footfall, a campaign of local interpretation would provoke local ideas 

about the Reserve. Because of the need to focus initially on non-local involvement through selling 

souvenir plots, local residents may not understand the purpose behind the Reserve. 

A large interpretive panel might be created and moved between locations where local people 

will encounter it. 

Duror and Kentallen Community Centre 

Ballachulish Village Hall 

Glencoe and North Lorn Folk Museum 

Local schools 

People 

Once access tracks are complete and the entrances are opened up it will be vital to appoint a 

local warden with a thorough understanding of the role who can supervise or perform the ongoing 

tasks and maintenance. This may in the first instance be part-time and possibly the size of the 

Reserve will never justify a full-time appointment. However once recruited it is vital that a single 

person remains in post to provide continuity to the project, particularly as we pass into the second 

five years when most work will take place. 

Once appointed the warden should be prepared to attend local meetings as appropriate to 

promote use of the Reserve. 



Local people must be encouraged to become champions of the Reserve. As funds permit, paid 

staff should be recruited and through them, local volunteers. It is extremely unlikely that volunteers 

will come from our "Lairds" as they will not live locally.  Other groups who may volunteer are 

Scouts/Guides and youth groups with a shared conservation ethos. 

The major work will be to create and maintain paths and other structures and to improve the 

woodland. 

• Work to restore existing mature woodland 

• Management of woodland containing old trees and trees used as bat roosts 

• Thinning to encourage an open structure to promote mixed age woodland  

• Coppicing by tracks and in neglected areas to increase habitat for butterflies, birds and 

mammals 

• Develop tiered woodland edges 

• Removal of invasive exotic tree and plant species 

• Increasing areas of optimum habitat for butterflies 

Website 

Because of the online presence of the majority of our stakeholders an internet presence is even 

more essential for us than for other Reserves. Locals too own computers, even in rural Argyll. 

A domain has been purchased, scottishwoodland.com, but once the name of the Reserve has 

been decided, a more appropriate domain name may present itself. The website must be 

professionally constructed - we have experience of Hotscot - and simple to update and maintain. It 

will act as a resource for interpretive material to be archived and presented. Visitors will be 

encouraged to submit images, either historical or contemporary, for possible display. 

The website would be the ideal location to offer downloadable Reserve maps and factsheets. 

Local media 

Local newsletters and local paper (Oban Times) can be used to promote activity on the Reserve. 

There is a concern that if publicised too early, before significant progress has been made, the media 

may present the "story" in a way that is more lurid and sensational. The local media should not be 

relied on to be truthful until considerable progress has been made. 

The first 5 years 

• Recruit "Plot Owners", via internet sales of souvenir plots 

• Open entrances and complete main access tracks (Sustrans) 

• Recruit local Warden 

• Create pedestrian access tracks 

• Place benches and interpretative signage 

• Encourage groups of Plot Owners to visit the Reserve with Warden-led "Walks in the 

Woods" 

• Encourage involvement by local schools, tree planting, nature study 

• Encourage use by Local community 
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